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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, LATH 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON LAO REFUGEES 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE ON LAO REFUGEES WAS PREPARED 
FOR DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ON IF ASKED BASIS, BUT NO QUESTIONS 
WERE RAISED. 

QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF LAO WHO HAVE 
WORKED FOR THE US AND OTHERS WHO HAVE HAD SPECIAL TIES TO 
THE US ARE BEING DENIED ENTRY INTO THE US? 

ANSWER: NO. IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD WORLDWIDE PROCE- 
DURES FOR DEALING WITH PERSONS REQUESTING ASYLUM IN THE US, 
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WE ARE ADVISING THESE PEOPLE FIRST TO TRY TO OBTAIN ASYLUM 
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IN COUNTRIES IN WHICH THEY ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED OR TO SEEK 
THE AID OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR RESETTLEMENT IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES. WE ARE INDICATING THAT IF THESE EFFORTS 
FAIL. WE WILL CONSIDER THEIR REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM IN THE US. 

QUESTION: HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE INDICATED THAT THEY WANT TO 
ENTER THE US? 

ANSWER: ABOUT 500 LAO (ROUGHLY 100 HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS) 
HAVE INDICATED THAT THEY WANT TO ENTER THE US. LESS THAN 
10 PERCENT OF THESE ARE FORMER USG EMPLOYEES. 

QUESTION: WHO ARE THE OTHER 90 PERCENT? 

ANSWER: THE OTHERS ARE MOSTLY FORMER LAO CIVILIAN AND 
MILITARY OFFICIALS, SOME OF WHOM HAVE BEEN TRAINED IN 
THE US. 

QUESTION: DOES THE USG HAVE LEGAL AUTHORITY TO ADMIT 
THESE PEOPLE? 

ANSWER: YES, THE NORMAL AUTHORITY GOVERNING INDIVIDUAL 
REQUESTS FOR ASYLUM IS BASED ON THE PROTOCOL ON MIGRA 
TION AND REFUGEES, TO WHICH THE US IS A SIGNATORY, AND 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE 1962 MIGRATION AND REFUGEE 
ASSISTANCE ACT AS AMENDED. 

QUESTION: DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE USG WILL NOT SEEK TO 
EXERCISE PAROLE AUTHORITY FOR THE LAO AS WAS DONE FOR 
THE CAMBODIANS AND VIETNAMESE? 

ANSWER: THE SITUATION IN LAOS OF COURSE DIFFERS FROM 
THAT IN CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM, AND THERE ARE RELATIVELY 
SMALL NUMBERS INVOLVED SO FAR. BUT THE MATTER OF PAROLE 
FOR LAO IS UNDER CONTINUING STUDY. 

QUESTIONS: DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE DEPARTMENT IS IN TOUCH 
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WILL 
BE IN TOUCH WITH THE CONGRESS? 
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ANSWER: AS PART OF OUR CONTINUING STUDY, ALL INTERESTED 
ELEMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE BEING CONSULTED. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. YOU SHOULD FOLLOW THIS LINE OR INFORM DEPARTMENT IF 
YOU BELIEVE IT SHOULD CHANGE. BECAUSE OF CONTINUING 
SENSITIVITIES IN OUR RELATIONS WITH PGNU, YOU SHOULD 
PROVIDE ABOVE ONLY ON IF ASKED BASIS. ANDELMAN ARTICLE 
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IN NY TIMES JUNE 5 REPORTING THAT CONSULAR OFFICIALS IN 
VIENTIANE, UDORN, AND BANGKOK SAID THEY HAD TURNED AWAY 
HUNDREDS OF LAO AND QUOTING ONE AMERICAN CONSULAR OFFICIAL, 

'ITS'S A SCANDAL,' WILL NOT HELP IN OUR CONSULTATIONS 
WITH CONGRESS TO EXPEDITE ACCEPTANCE OF THESE REFUGEES. 

KISSINGER 
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